


SAVE THE 

“The theme for this year’s 
parish mission is biblical geog-
raphy.” This is not the kind of 
topic that has historically packs 
them in.  To many, the very idea 
of studying geography sounds 
as boring and dry as building a 
compost heap in the desert. 

But why is an understand-
ing of the geography of the 
Bible important to understand-
ing its message?  Because the 
land of Canaan is the stage on 
which the biblical drama takes 
place.  The Bible is not just a 
book of sayings unconnected to 
land or culture; it is the record 
of God acting in the events of 
human history.  

When we read the Bible 
(i.e., salvation history), we fol-
low the events from one place 
to another.  The 
places in which 
God reveals 
Himself often 
become places of 
recurring themes 
and aside from the 
concept of covenant, no single 
aspect or feature in the life of 
the Hebrew people contributed 
more powerfully to the making 

of their distinctive mind and 
imagination than did the land 
in which they lived.  To the 
biblical writers and characters, 
they could not separate their 
religion from the land of Israel, 
a land where God eagerly par-
ticipated in the daily affairs of 
men. 

What makes studying the 
geography of the Bible so enjoy-
able is not only the thrill that 
comes from better understand-
ing the plot, but the insight 
that comes from personally 
entering into what can be called 
“geographical typology.”  This 
means we can see the landscape 
of our own lives in the biblical 
drama as the drama relates to 
the land.   

In Bible days the two major 
areas of population were in 

Mesopotamia 
in the northeast 
and Egypt in the 
southwest.  The 
only practical 
way to get from 
one major area 

of population to the other was 
by a small land bridge called 
Canaan.  Mighty kingdoms on 
both sides of the fertile crescent 

considered this strip of land a 
thoroughfare; and both labored 
to impose their authority over 
it.  For, whoever controlled 
Canaan controlled not only 
trade, but influenced culture 
and religion in the known 
world.  

Amazingly, Canaan is only 
fifty miles wide and one hun-
dred fifty miles long, and yet it 
holds ninety-five percent of the 
biblical drama.  It was to this 
land that God called Abraham 
and promised that his ances-
tors would possess it. (Genesis 
12:1; 17:8).  Over and over God 
describes the land of Canaan as 
“a land flowing with milk and 
honey, the most beautiful of all 
lands” (Ezekiel 20:6).

To easily remember the 
topography of Canaan, divide 
the stage into two parts corre-
sponding to God’s description 
of the land as a land flowing 
with milk and honey.  Thinking 
of milk and honey as two con-
trasting lifestyles, we see right 
stage represented by milk, spe-
cifically the milk of the nomad-
ic herdsmen and left stage rep-
resented honey, specifically the 
fig and date honey of the farm-

Date
One of the unique 

features of TGA 
Bible studies is the detailed 
“Responses” handout that 
has been prepared in reply 
to the questions found in 
each study session.  They are 
called “Responses” and not 
“Answers” for a reason:  they 
do not exhaust the potential 
for answering the questions.  
Often valuable insights are 
added by group members 
who have taken the time to 
prayerfully consider God’s 
Word and who have brought 

additional study or their own 
experience to bear on what 
they are learning.

The Responses have two 
functions:

1.  First, for study leaders 
and group facilitators, who 
receive them before the study 
begins, Responses are a helpful 
resource to use while prepar-
ing to guide the discussion and 
keep it on track.  

2.  Second, for partici-
pants in the study, to whom 
Response sheets are distrib-
uted only after discussion, 
Responses can be used to 
review the lesson before mov-
ing on to the next and they pro-
vide a permanent record and 
review of key teaching points 
for future study.

Why must I wait to hand out 
Responses?

It can be tempting to hand 
out the Responses in advance 
to avoid the logistics involved 
in passing them out each week, 

but it will be well worth the 
effort to wait.  Experience has 
taught us that having answers 
available in advance keeps 
people from fully grappling 
with the questions and severely 
limits and can even deaden 
the group discussion—which 
becomes little more than seeing 
who can remember first what 
was written in the Response 
sheet.  When they have 
responses ahead, people tend 
to learn facts without allowing 
the Word to penetrate their 
hearts and minds, allowing it 
to take root and grow, which 

is the most important thing in 
the long run.

Here are some proven ways 
to streamline distribution:

Small & medium-sized 
groups

Prepare a file folder for 
each participant and distribute 
Response packets among the 
folders so each person has an 
entire set.  Keep the folders 
alphabetically in a file box in 
the classroom.

Position the box near the 
exit so that people can pick 
up the appropriate Response 
handout at the close of each 
session.  Periodically remind 
people they are on their honor 
not to take lessons ahead of 
time and encourage them to 
pick up any they have missed.

Large groups (for whom dis-
tribution by the exit is not 
practical)

In this method, facilita-
tors hand out response sheets 

after the group discussion.
Prepare a large file folder 

for each discussion group, 
labeled with the facilitator’s 
name or group number.  Keep 
in alpha-numeric order at the 
study location.  Place in each 
folder enough complete sets of 
Study Set Responses for every-
one in that group.

Use these folders for com-
munication between the core 
leadership group and the facili-
tators, who will pick up and 
return them each day.  They 
can be used to hold class sched-
ules, group member lists, and 
announcements as needed.

Even though extra time 
is needed to distribute the 
Responses weekly instead of all 
at once, you will find that both 
the home study and the group 
discussion will be more effec-
tive and your efforts will bear 
rich fruit in the long run.  



If you have a question for Sarah, 
please email it to questions@
GreatAdventureOnline.com. 

Sarah Christmyer is 
editor of The Great 
Adventure Bible 
Study series and co-
author of The Bible 

Timeline Bible study, Adventures 
in Matthew, and Adventures in 
Acts.

The new Great  Adventure 
Resource Guide is now avail-

able! This is a perfect tool for DREs, 
AFF Coordinators, and Bible study 
leaders to use when researching and 
presenting their parishes’ Bible study 
plan. Call 800-376-0520 or visit 
www.GreatAdventureOnline.com 
for your free copy.

$50  off  
Adventures in Matthew  

Adventures in Acts

$15  off  
Adventures in Revelation 

Adventures in Exodus
Adventures in 1 Corinthians

20% off  
The purchase of  
any 3 DVD sets. 

Up to $225 value!

For your next study…

Phone Orders Only. 
Mention Discount Code TJ2-1

800-376-0520

Limited time offer! Ends March 1, 2008

New  
Resource 

Guide  
Available!

“ “The Bible is not just  
a book of sayings  

unconnected to land  
or culture…

It can be tempting to hand out the 
Responses in advance…but it will be well 

worth the effort to wait.“ “

JULY 10 - 12: METUCHEN, NJ
NOV. 6 - 8: CHICAGO
DEC. 6 - 8: MINNEAPOLIS

We invite you to join some of the 
best Catholic Bible study teachers 
in the country as they share the 
keys to unlocking the riches of the 

Bible and help you communicate 
its saving truths with confi-
dence.

Those who attend the 
2008 National Catholic 
Bible Conference will 
learn how to understand 
the Bible, explain the faith 
using Scripture, how to 
pray the Bible, apply the 
Bible to everyday life, get 
more out of the readings 

at Mass, understand the 
continuity between the 

Old and New Testaments, 
and much more!  Also featured will 
be a special two-day session, Called 
to Lead, geared toward equipping 
directors of religious education, 
adult faith formation leaders, and 
Bible study leaders to understand 
the Bible and lead effective parish 
Scripture studies.

The 2008 National Catholic 
Bible Conference is designed for 
all Catholics and is guaranteed to 
take your Scripture knowledge to 
the next level.  Don’t miss it!

Visit www.CatholicBibleConference.com 
for more updated information.

Geography:  THE S TAGE OF THE GRE AT ADVENTURE
National Catholic Bible Conference

In January 2008, The Great 
Adventure will add yet another 

exciting study to our offering, 
Adventures in 1 Corinthians: 
The Church and the Christian 
Community.

This study explores the con-
flicts of the early Christians in 
Corinth that are in many ways 
similar to our struggles today 
as Christians.  With divisions, 
immorality, persecution, and other 
trials of the faithful, the message 
of St. Paul to the Corinthians is a 
much-needed message for our own 

times.  Adventures in 1 Corinthians 
surveys the key elements that the 
apostle Paul introduced to 
a new and grow-
ing Church.  St. 
Paul taught the 
Corinthians 
about the 
nature of grace 
and the Church 
as the Body of 
Christ.  In 
addition, 
he intro-
duces the 

Corinthian Christians to the 
most powerful gift of all, 

the Eucharist, which 
along with Christian 
virtue leads to a life 
of joy.  

Taught by 
Great Adventure 
teacher and 
author Dr. Tim 
Gray, the study 

focuses on 
Christian 
unity in 
relation to 

the Church as the Body of Christ, 
St. Paul’s strategy for successful 
evangelization, and how to live 
a Christian life in the midst of a 
pagan culture. In addition, such 
topics as why St. Paul see the 
Church as the body of Christ, the 
practical dimensions of love that 
create strong communities, how 
St. Paul’s letter proves that the 
sacrifice of Christ is truly made 
present in the Eucharist, and a 
new vision for seeing the body as a 
temple of the Holy Spirit are also 
covered.
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er.  Life on right stage is hard, 
silent, lonely, exhausting and 
the land unpredictable; while 
life on left stage is predictable, 
noisy, busy and relatively easy, 
a virtual agricultural jackpot.

It is on right stage where 
we see Abraham hit by a famine 
forcing him to travel to Egypt 
(Genesis 12:10), and we begin to 
recognize that God often used 
famine as a tool.  Contrarily, on 
left stage, we see the life style 
Israel wanted to live, but there is 
one major hitch to living on left 
stage and that is that the super-
highway (Via Maris) connecting 
Mesopotamia and Egypt runs 
through it, and so, everyone else 
wanted to live there too.  

To stay in control of left 
stage, Israel would have to be 
obedient to the Lord.  When 
Israel penetrated the left stage 
she picked up the ways of the 
world and forsook God.  

 The lesson we can glean 
from the land flowing with 
milk and honey is that God 
wants us to learn to live in the 
noisy and silent, the busy and 
lonely times, the predictable 
and unpredictable, easy and 
hard.  In short, God wanted 
Israel (and by way of geographi-
cal typology, you and me,) to 
possess the land flowing with 
both milk and honey.  The key 
is looking to God in every situ-
ation and obeying His will.
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Pope Benedict 
X V I  o n c e 

said, “Our life is 
an open question, 
a n  i n c o m p l e t e  
project, still to be 

brought to fruition and real-
ized. Each  man’s fundamental 
question is: How will this be 
realized—becoming man? How 
does one learn the art of living? 
Which is the path toward hap-
piness? To evangelize means: to 
show this path—to teach the art 
of living.” (“Address to Catechists 
and Religion Teachers,” Jubilee 
of Catechists, December 12, 
2000)

Pope John Paul II spoke often 
about the “New Evangelization.” 
And Pope Paul IV, writing in 
Evangelii Nuntiandi, targets 
two major groups who need to 
be evangelized. First, he men-
tions those who do not yet know 
the Gospel, those who are not 
acquainted with God’s plan for 
them (no. 17). The second group 
is described as “an intermediate 
situation.” Within countries 
there are entire groups of the 
baptized who have lost a living 
sense of the faith, or no longer 

consider themselves members of 
the Church. In this case what is 
needed is a “new evangelization” 
or a “re-evangelization.”

For this second group,  there 
are several major problems that 
many face today in grasping their 
Catholic faith. By introducing 
them to the Bible, you can bring 
answers to their confusion.

People have lost the nar-1. 
rative thread of their lives. They 
don’t know where 
they came from, who 
they are, or where 
they are going. As 
a result, they often 
times wander aim-
lessly because they 
have no understand-
ing of God’s comprehensive plan 
for their life. 

They don’t see the Catholic 2. 
faith as an organic whole. In other 
words, they have a difficult time 
understanding why we believe 
what we do. They do not see how 
it all “hangs together.” 

They have a difficult time 3. 
bridging the gap between faith 
and everyday life. As Vatican 
II’s Gaudium et Spes points out,  
“This split between the faith 
which many profess and their 

daily lives deserves to be counted 
among the more serious errors of 
our age” (no. 43).    

Think about who you could 
invite to a Great Adventure 
study in your area. You may be 
the very link to God’s story that 
your loved ones and friends are 
missing right now. Often, it only 
takes an enthusiastic invita-
tion to persuade your friends to 
attend a Bible study.  

P e r h a p s 
you can think 
of three friends 
with whom you 
c o u l d  b e g i n 
your own study 
together. Take it 
upon yourself to 

stand along side them and pray 
for them as they begin their 
own “great adventure.” Don’t be 
afraid that you don’t know all 
the answers; you have not been 
called to know all the answers 
but to be faithful. Trust God 
that He will work in their hearts 
to bring deeper conversion and 
fruit. If you don’t invite them, 
who will? 

Jeff Cavins is the creator of The Great 
Adventure Bible Study System.

Inviting Friends on The Great Adventure Much Awaited T3 
Sequel Arrives

Since its release in 2006, T3: 
The Teen Timeline has been 

a rousing success with teen and 
young adult 
audiences all 
across the 
country.   So, in 
response to one 
of the fastest 

growing audiences in the Great 
Adventure family, we’re pleased to 
announce the release of our next 
teen study, Thy Kingdom Come: 
A T3 Study of Matthew’s Gospel.

Created and hosted by 
Mark Hart, Thy Kingdom Come 
picks up where T3 leaves off. 
Teens will follow along as the 
group enters into the drama of 
Jesus’ family tree, His birth, and 
His temptations by the devil 
in the desert. They will learn 
how Jesus’ ministry unfolded 
through His miracles and par-
ables; they will be there as our 
Lord triumphantly enters into 
Jerusalem on His way to the 
cross, tomb, and resurrection.  
Teens will feel like they are 
walking along with the apostles.   

Available February, 2008.   
Visit AscensionPress.com or call 

1-800-376-0520 for more information.

“ “
Y O U R  C O M P A N I O N  O N  T H E  G R E A T  A D V E N T U R E

The Journey
January 12, 2008
SAN JOSE, CA 
Revelation in a Day 
St. Francis Cabrini Church
Charlotte LeMay
maryschild@mac.com or  
408-379-6518

February 9, 2008
LITTLETON, CO
Adventures in Acts of the 
Apostles
St. Mary’s Church
Lynda Fitzsimmons
Lynda.fitzsimmons@archden.org
303-715-3195

February 22-23, 2008
LAHAINA, HI
The Bible Timeline Seminar
Maria Lanakila Catholic Church
Parish Office
808-661-0552

March 1, 2008
SAFETY HARBOR, FL
The Bible Timeline Seminar
Espiritu Santo Catholic Church
Mary Scott
727-726-8477

March 8, 2008
KEARNY, NJ
The Bible Timeline Seminar
Youth and Young Adult  
   Retreat Center
Liliana Soto
millanli@rcan.org 
973-497-4353

March 8, 2008
AMBRIDGE, PA 
Adventures in 1st Corinthians
Good Samaritan Church
Susan DiPietro
sdipietro@goodsamaritanrcchurch.org  
or 724-266-3600 x17

April 5, 2008
RIDGEFIELD, CT
The Bible Timeline Seminar
St. Mary’s Church
Margaret Scally
mscally@snet.net

Go to GreatAdventureOnline.com and click on “Leaders” for 
everything you need to make your Bible study a success.

You may be the very 
link to God’s Story 

that your loved ones 
and friends are 

missing right now.


